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ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION 
SUMMARY OF DOG LAWS 

 
LICENSING OF DOGS  (C.G.S. §22-338, 22-349) 
 
Each owner or keeper of a dog of the age of six months or over, except dogs kept under a kennel license as provided 
in Section 22-342, shall, on or before June 30th annually, or at such time as such dog becomes six months old, and 
annually thereafter on or before June 30th cause such dog to be licensed in the Town Clerk’s office in the town where 
such dog is kept.  Mandated fine for failure to do so:  $60.00.  All dogs must have a valid Rabies Vaccination to be 
licensed.   
 
RABIES VACCINATION REQUIRED FOR DOGS AND CATS.  BOOSTER VACCINATION REQUIRED.  
PROOF OF VACCINATION  (C.G.S. §22-339b) 
 
Any owner or keeper of a dog or cat of the age of three months or older shall have such dog or cat vaccinated against 
rabies.  Any animal vaccinated prior to one year of age or receiving a primary rabies vaccination at any age shall be 
considered protected for only one year and shall be given a booster vaccination one year after the initial vaccination 
and shall be vaccinated at least every three years thereafter.  Those animals revaccinated after one year of age shall be 
given booster vaccinations at least every three years thereafter.  Proof of vaccination shall be a certificate issued by a 
licensed veterinarian in accordance with subsection (a) of §22-339c.   
 
ANNOYANCE BY DOGS ON HIGHWAY   (C.G.S. §22-362) 
 
Any person owning or having custody of any dog which habitually goes out on any highway and growls, bites, or 
snaps at, or otherwise annoys, any person or domestic animal lawfully using such highway, or chases or interferes 
with any motor vehicle so using such highway, shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars or 
imprisoned not more than thirty days for the first offense or both and for each subsequent offense shall be fined not 
less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than sixty days or both. 
 
NUISANCE (C.G.S. §22-363) 
 
No person shall own or harbor a dog or dogs which is or are a nuisance by reason of vicious disposition or excessive 
barking or other disturbance, or, by such barking or other disturbance, is or are a source of annoyance to any sick 
person residing in the immediate vicinity.  Violation of any provision of this section shall be an infraction for the first 
offense and such person shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days or 
both for each subsequent offense and the court or judge may make such order concerning the restraint or disposal of 
such dog or dogs as may be deemed necessary. 
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DOGS ROAMING AT LARGE (C.G.S.  §22-364) 
 
No owner or keeper of any dog shall allow such dog to roam at large upon the land of another and not under control 
of the owner or keeper or the agent of the owner or keeper, nor allow such dog to roam at large on any  
portion of any highway nor adjacent to the premises of the owner, keeper or agent.  The unauthorized presence of any 
dog on the land of any person other than the owner or keeper of such dog or on any portion of a public highway when 
such dog is not attended by or under the control of such owner or keeper, shall be prima facie evidence of a violation 
of the provisions of this subsection.  Violations of any provision of this subsection shall be an infraction. 
 
DAMAGE TO PERSON OR PROPERTY (C.G.S. §22-357) 
 
If any dog does any damage to either the body or property of any person, the owner or keeper, or if the owner or 
keeper is a minor, the parent or guardian of such minor shall be liable for such damage, except when such damage has 
been occasioned to the body or property of a person who, at the time such damage was sustained, was committing a 
trespass or other tort, or was teasing, tormenting or abusing such dog.  If a minor, on whose behalf an action under 
this section is brought, was under seven years of age at the time the damage was done, it shall be presumed that such 
minor was not committing a trespass or other tort, or teasing, tormenting or abusing such dog, and the burden of proof 
shall be upon the defendant in such action. 
 
QUARANTINE OF BITING DOGS, CATS, OTHER ANIMALS (C.G.S. §22-358) 
 
Any person who is bitten, or who shows visible evidence of attack by a dog, cat or other animal when such person is 
not upon the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog, cat or other animal may kill such dog, cat or other animal 
during such attack.  Such person shall make complaint concerning the circumstances of the attack to the Chief Animal 
Control Officer, any animal control officer or the municipal animal control officer or regional animal control officer 
of the town wherein such dog, cat or other animal is owned or kept.  Any such officer to whom such complaint is 
made shall immediately make an investigation of such complaint. 
 
If such officer finds that the complainant has been bitten or attacked by such dog, cat or other animal when the 
complainant was not upon the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog, cat or other animal the officer shall 
quarantine such dog, cat or other animal in a public pound or order the owner or keeper to quarantine it in a veterinary 
hospital, kennel or other building or enclosure approved by the commissioner for such purpose.  When any dog, cat or 
other animal has bitten a person on the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog, cat or other animal, the Chief 
Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any municipal animal control officer or regional animal control 
officer may quarantine such dog, cat or other animal on the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog, cat or 
animal.  The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any municipal animal 
control officer or any regional animal control officer may make any order concerning the restraint or disposal of any 
biting dog, cat or other animal as the commissioner or such other officer deems necessary.  Notice of any such order 
shall be given to the person bitten by such dog, cat or other animal within twenty-four hours.  The owner of such 
animal shall pay all fees as set forth in section 22-333.  On the fourteenth day of such quarantine, the dog, cat or other 
animal shall be examined by the commissioner or someone designated by the commissioner to determine whether 
such quarantine shall be continued or removed.  Whenever any quarantine is ordered under the provisions of this 
section, notice thereof shall be given to the commissioner and to the person bitten or attacked by such dog, cat or 
other animal within twenty-four hours.  Any owner or keeper of such dog, cat or other animal who fails to comply 
with such order shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days or both.  
If an owner or keeper fails to comply with a quarantine or restraining order made pursuant to this subsection, the 
Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any municipal animal control officer or regional animal 
control officer may request a hearing before the commissioner within fourteen days of the issuance of such order.  
After such hearing, the commissioner may affirm, modify or revoke such order as the commissioner deems proper.  
Any dog owned by a police agency of the state or any of its political subdivisions is exempt from the provisions of 
this subsection when such dog is under the direct supervision, care and control of an assigned police officer, has been 
vaccinated annually and is subject to routine veterinary care. 

 


